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the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the  Urban  District  of  St.  Austell 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual 
Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District  for  the  year 
1949*  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  both  the  Officers  who  carried  out  the  work 
have  resigned,  Dr.  Bozman  to  take  up  an  appointment  abroad  and  Dr.  Aitchison 
because  of  illness. 


The  conditions  prevailing  throughout  the 
year  have  been  generally  satisfactory  and  there  has  been  no  outbreak  of  major 
infectious  disease.  The  services  established  in  the  area  under  the  National 
Health  Services  (1946)  Act  and  which  came  into  operation  in  the  middle  of  1948 
have  worked  well. 


Cornwall  has  a  climate  v\^hich  attracts 

older  people  who  have  retired  from  active  life.  Some  of  these  are  invalids, 
and  this  influx  of  older  persons  gives  a  death  rate  which  does  not  reflect 
the  healthy  conditions  of  the  aree,  and  a  birth  rate  which  is  lower  than  that 
for  the  Country  as  a  whole. 


The  record  of  the  Council  in  the 

provision  of  new  houses  is  second  to  none,  but  there  is  still  a  very  large 
number  of  people  v/ho  desperatly  need  homes. 

I  wish  to  record  my  thanks  to  Mr.  Watts 
the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  of  the  Council  and  to  his  Staff  for  their  v/ork 
throughout  the  year.  I  also  wish  to  thank  Mr.  Saunders  and  the  Heads  of 
Departments  and  their  Staffs  for  th^co-operation.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  record 
gratitude  to  members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their  interest  and 
support . 


I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sirs, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 


J.  G.  S.  TURNER 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


-2- 


.7' 


■■■  It!' 

T  t* 


'  :  ■>_''> 


iHl'j  ^ 


•■':»  -'Hr 


' ’ _' r^nc  ■’  ’3f{^  k'\aji  I 
;'j  *sc"t  .h.  ■  ■riji:?'w;^n;:'''’ V,.^ 


no^inoSih  .'iC  h.-''  I-.-  " 


-I? 


'  :.r.r)  no' 

'r  .'**  ;jJ  .  ♦  «x  .  VvT 

:ifL  C'V/..^ 


.i.l'Ii  *^0  V  uiWstf 


silJ  .•>:*i:J  '  u-.'-aq  3nDi’trrl..,ioo 


1 


T.-.i  i-  '  " i'jt;;''!d'-‘ j-9  .Tr  :  .;•;.*  .  f?:’  •.''rerl  bfU?  rr.>i:T.' vllivit;  •  :r?+t»d  ;  v-jd 

t,ru--  ■..'•■  .'li  b:?.-  . ij>/^,'^.».e  dd';  ,-.'r'-..:-'cif^  .r^wor'  -.'^'lni 

.ii'.'-.r  *^c  tjJpr.x;;-' ;  .••*{  r.-j  ♦  *i:'i  ■:•  {o  r  j.-.?;.)  df.xdw  tno  '  )A  { )' 3  ^'''JtV'iaii 

,f.  .":  •■■  hs>^-x<m  -jvjki 

•  _  f  -r  *  .  ,  t 


tsbjrltjvdi  .ri-;  o;’.  i 

^  •t  ^  t  .  ^ 

V  •  w  ▲  *,>3  JL  iJ  <»  i  ^  *. 

"iLij 


*.'':ir  ro  ii-  . rii3-"d'.*^C 

.  rr*'- I'l  '  j  *''t:  :  vi:.i  '  •  '  ol,.  '^XT 


-•i  >■:  n-vv*;\  on  :  ;q  't  .< 


i  I  W  ^ 


:.^zid  1;  t-.’-'  fjj'rft  *:/*  V  .  in.'.j-itJI:..  '  6rii 

,  vLor,v  r.  10*1 ; 


.-■rfr  rrl  Xl. 


■  ,•«■  •  . 


v'T'V  u  XXn.r  lU 


t  ^ 

9  t'.  %' 


.  ,  .  :.  -a  *!'■  nciis:  •'■ 

b f-*. 


‘  - ;’  odvv  alq.^^q  to 


.1^  0^  'rU:c.- 
:i'\o''^  zl'Diid  *:'  •■■•  r''^ 

'to  .  ■  "  : 


'  *'Y  ao^'i'T! 

’  t  L.a  !  XC 

•;*  ••<:'  ;  + 


r-.  r 


J-;'-*  'to  TO;:-'- 


Wtti 


•  L.'  V 


i,  .r 

o:u'  :t£ -'io-;.- r  'll 


•f  f  j  \  ~  ^ 


<a 


'to  e^sKl, 


^E.xll  , :  i  o*  ix/o 


dj 


V 1  '* 


vIO 


.*^r**'  •  *7 

•  *  >•*  I 


rfi^fiTcH  ro  'iOG  ■• ;  :.  r.' 

i.-Mi 


SM/LARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS 

( Contd.  T~~ 


An  examination  of  the  cases  of  death 
in  infants  in  St<,  Austell  in  the  past  ten  years  indicates  that  31^  of  the 
total  deaths  are  due  to  prematurity,  are  due  to  congential  abnormality 
and  are  due  to  birth  injury.  Many  of  the  premature  deaths  are 

preventable  and  so  also  are  many  of  the  22^!  of  deaths  due  to  respiratory 
causes. 


There  are  wide  variations  from  year  to 
year  in  the  infantile  mortality  rate.  These  variations  are  mainly  due  to 
chance  and  to  the  small  numbers  at  risk.  Theoretically  a  variation  of 
20/1000  either  way  is  possible,  without  being  of  special  significance. 


CAUSES  OP  DEATH 


1  . 
2. 
3. 
A« 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9o 

10, 

11. 

12. 

13. 

12f. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20, 
21. 
22. 
23. 
2A. 

25. 

26. 

27, ^ 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 


The  following  is  a  list  of  the  causes  of  death  in  accordance 
with  the  International  List  of  Causes  of  Death,  1958  ' 

Male  Pemale 


Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Pever 
Cerehro-spinal  Pever 
Scarlet  Pever 
Wliooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

Tuberculosis  -  other  forms 

Syphilitic  diseases 

Influenza 

Measles 

Ac,  Poliomyelitis  and  Polioencephalitis 
Ac.  Inf.  Encephalitis 

Cancer  of  Buccal  Cavity,  Oesophagus  (^IH) 

and  Uterus  (p) 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 
Cancer  of  Breast 
Cancer  of  all  other  site's 
Diabetes 

Intra.  Cranial  vascular  lesions 
Heart  diseases 

Other  disorders  of  circulatory  system 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Other  respiratory  disorders 
Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 
Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

Appendicitis 

Other  digestive  disorders 
Nephritis 

Puerperal  and  post  abortive  sepsis 
Other  maternal  causes 
Premature  Birth 

Congenital  Malformation  &  Birth  Injury 

Infant  Disorders 

Suicide 

Road  Traffic  accidents 
Other  voilent  causes 
A.11  other  causes 
All  causes 
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12 

81 
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5 
2 
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12 

5 

20 

3 

25 

80 

6 
6 

4 
1 
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8 
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1 

5 
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5 

3 

4 
1 

25 

165 


2 

1 


1 

19 

187 


Total 


9 

1 

3 


14 

5 

27 

4 

37 

161 

10 

15 

9 

3 

2 

1 

13 

6 


5 

7 

4 

4 

2 

44 

352 
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Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b30125686 


CAUSES  OP  DEATH  OP  CHILDREN  UNDER  ONE  YEAR 


AGES  IN  TOEKS 


Causes  of  Death 

-1 

-2 

-3 

~4 

3-32 

Total 

1. 

Congenital  Malformation 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

2. 

Birth  Injury 

2 

- 

- 

mm 

mm 

2 

3. 

Prematurity 

3 

1 

- 

- 

- 

6 

4. 

Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

- 

- 

tm 

- 

2 

2 

5. 

Others 

- 

mm 

- 

mm 

2 

2 

TOTAL 

7 

1 

0 

0 

6 

14 
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SECTION  A 


NATUIAAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


AREA  -  (in  acres)  18,379»  The  district  is  mixed  Urban  and  Rural,  the  main 
aggregations  of  population  being  in  St.  Austell  tovm,  Par,  St.  Blazey, 
Tywardreath  and  Mevagissey,  Par  and  Charlestovm  are  ports  dealing  mainly  with 
the  china  clay  trade,  v/hile  Mevagissey  deals  vvith  the  fishing  trade.  The 
v/hole  area  is  popular  as  a  seaside  resort  and  the  population  is  gimtly  increased 
during  the  summer  months. 

POPULATION  -  The  Registrar  General  has  estimated  the  mid-year  population  for 
T9if9  to  be  23,640  an  increase  of  40  compared  with  the  previous  year,  as 
Cornwall  increases  its  population  mainly  by  the  immigration  of  older  people  it 
is  difficult  to  give  a  true  estimate. 

NUMBER  OE  INHABITED  HOUSES  -  According  to  the  rate  book,  the  number  of 
inhabited  houses  in  the  district  is  7,543,  the  rateable  value  being  £120,103 
which  represents  £469  for  a  Penny  Rate, 

CLBIATE  CONDITIONS  -  The  year  was  generally  warm  and  was  the  third  successive 
year  of*  low  rainfall.  No  water  shortage  resulted.  The  following  table 
supplied  by  the  Engineer  gives  the  rainfall  as  recorded  in  St,  Austell 


MONTH 

1949 

AVERAGE  FOR  LAST  50  YEARS 

January 

2.145” 

5.56" 

February 

2.44” 

4.07” 

March 

2.43” 

3.66” 

April 

1.88” 

2.86” 

May 

3.175” 

2.51  ” 

June 

1.33” 

3.72” 

July 

2.55” 

3.39” 

August 

1.595" 

5.65" 

September 

4.72” 

3.23” 

October 

9.22” 

5.20” 

November 

6.81  ” 

5.44” 

December 

3.01”  . 

6.02” 

TOTAL 

41 .305” 

49.31 ” 

Monthly  Average 

3.44” 

4.11” 

No. of  wet  days 

182 

207 
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SECTION  B 


GENER^_^PROVISION_^gP_HE^TH_^SERVICES 
?^?fJ2-95^TH_O^ICERS^OF_^THE_LOC^_^AUTHORITY 
^  •  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Dr.  Bozman,  O.B.E.  ,  M.B, ,  Ch.B.,  D.P.A.  -  1st  Janmry  -  17th  March 

Dr.  Aicchison,  M.C, ,  M.A. ,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  B.Sc.,  D.P.H.  -  11th  June  -  31st 

December, 


2.  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  Petroleum  &  Shops  Inspector 

Charles  Herbert  V/atts,  M.S.I.A. 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  for  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Certified 'Meat  and  Pood  Inspector. 

Associatiate  Membership  of  the  Institute  of  Sanitary  Engine cx*s. 

3.  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector 

Leslie  H.  Sturtridge,  M.R.San.I.,  M.R.I.P.H.H. ,  A.G.I. 

Certificate  of  the  R.S.I,  Sanitary  Inspectors  Joint  Board. 

Certified  Meat  and  Pood  Inspectoi-. 

Certificate  and  Diploma  of  Royal  Institute  of  Public  Health  &  Hygiene. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES  -  These  are  available  at  the  Royal  Cornv\rall  Infirmary 

where  all  material  for  investigation  is  sent. 

DIPTPIERIA  ANTITOXIN  -  A  supply  is  maintained  at  the  Health  Area  Office, 

St.  Austell,  and  can  be  obtained  by  Medical 
Practitioners  on  request. 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE  -  A  main  centre  was  established  in  St.  Austell  on  the 

appointed  day  with  an  agreed  establishment  of  two  ambulances  and  one  utilicon. 
In  addition  there  were  two  voluntary  service  vehicles  v/hich  could  be  called 
upon  in  an  emergency,  and  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  in  fact  the 
only  vehicles  available.  A  utilicon  was  supplied  on  the  3rd  of  January  and 
the  first  County  ambulance  on  the  1 st  February.  A  second  County  ambulance 
v/as  provided  on  the  11th  July  and  allowed  a  considerable  reduction  in  the  use 
of  the  expensive  voluntary  ambulances.  During  December  there  was  a  revision 
of  establishments  and  an  additional  ambulance  and  utilicon  was  approved  for 
the  St,  Austell  main  centre.  At  the  same  time  the  staff  was  increased  from 
6  to  9  drivers. 


During  the  year  adequate  garage  and  rest  room 
accommodation  was  provided  by  arrangement  with  the  Fire  Service,  The  Fire 
Service  agreed  also  to  service  the  County  vehicles  at  regular  fortnightly 
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A  telephone  call  out  system  has  been  arranged  and 
functioned  adequately. 

Thanks  are  due  to  the  Commandants,  Officers  and  Members 
of  the  Cornwall  Nos.  9  and  28  Detachments  of  the  British  Red  Cross  Society 
and  to  the  Superintendent,  Officers  and  men  of  the  St.  Blazey  Division  of 
the  St.  Johns  Ambulance  Brigade  for  their  continued  co-operation  and 
assistance  in  manning  both  County  and  Voluntar3r  Vehicles  at  night  and  at 
weekends. 


Thanks  are  due  also  to  Mrs.  Batchelor,  Organiser  of 
the  Hospital  Car  Service.s  and  to  the  many  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  who  provide 
transport  on  request. 

NURSING  AND  OTPIER  SERVICES  IN  THE  HOME 


These  services  have  worked  well  under  the  arrangements 
vrhich  came  into  operation  on  the  appointed  day.  That  staff  has  been  built 
up  and  as  opportunity  offered,  nurses  have  been  sent  for  courses  in  gas/air 
Analgesia,  in  Queen’s  Nursing,  and  in  health  visiting.  In  time  a  well 
qualified  staff  will  be  everjnvhere  available. 

The  establishment  of  nurses  in  the  St.  Austell  Urban  area 

is  as  follows 


Health  Visitors  (vdiole-time )  -  3 

District  Nurses,  Midwives, 

Health  Visitors  -  3 

General  Nurses  &  Midwives  -  2 

The  nurses  in  the  St.  Austell  Urban  area  are  adequately 
housed  and  have  good  telephone  communication  and  suitable  transport. 

Domiciliary  Midwifery 

Approximately  of  all  births  occur  at  home  and 
with  the  present  limited  hospital  accommodation  there  is  little 
likelihood  of  any  change.  As  nurses  are  trained,  gas/air  Analgesia 
is  made  available  and  is  generally  acceptable. 

Cafe  and  After  Care 


This  is  confined  at  present  to  cases  of  tuberculosis 
and  eight  cases  were  provided  for  at  a  cost  of  ESA®  ^ 1 •  3# 

Ante  and  Eirst  Natal  Care 


An  ante-natal  clinic  is  held  at  Moorland  Road  weekly 
by  Specialist  Obstetrician  from  Redruth,  and  in  addition  a  v/oekly  clinic 
is  held  by  Health  Visitors. 

Infant  Welfare 

Clinics  are  hold  fortnightly  at  Moorland  Road  and  in  Par. 
The  combined  attendance  has  averaged  about  AO  per  session  and  is  not  very 
satisfactory. 
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Domestic  Help  Service 

This  service  has  been  most  ably  organised  by  lUrs, 
Brookes,  and  has  run  smoothly  throughout  the  year.  A  total  of  57 
persons  were  aided  of  whom  33  were  maternity  cases.  The  establishment 

is  four  ful^  time  Home  Helps.  32.87^  of  the  cost  was  recovered. 

HOSPITALS 


The  only  Hospital  in  the  area  is  the  St.  Austell  and 
District  Hospital  which  deals  with  general  surgical  and  medical  cases.  Cases 
requiring  further  examination  and  spedial  treatment  are  sent  to  the  Royal 
Cornwall  ITM’irmary,  Truro.  Maternity  cases  go  to  Redruth  and  Infectious 
Diseases  requiring  special  treatment  and  isolation  are  sent  to  the  JLsolation 
Division  Hospital  at  Truro.  Some  cases  of  Tuberculosis  are  sent  to  Tehidy 
Sanatorium,  but  these  are  a  fortunate  minority  only. 

TREATI.ffiNT  CENTRES  AND  CLINICS 


Clinics  held  at  Moorland  Road  include  the  following 
Ante-Natal,  Orthopaedic,  Infant  and  Child  Welfar,  Speech  Therapy,  Dental’, 

Child  Guidance,  Eye  diseases  and  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  diseases.  At  the 
Hospital,  clinics  are  held  on  Tuberculosis,  Orthopaedic  and  Venereal  Diseases. 
A  Child  Welfare  Clinic  is  held  at  Par. 
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SECTION  C 


a^NITARY  CONDITIONS  OP  THE  DISTRICT 


WATER 


Consumer  demands  for  water  v/ere  adequately  met  in  all 
parts  of  the  district  in  spite  of  lov/  rainfall  during  the  summ.er  months. 

It  was  necessary  to  restrict  the  hours  of  supply  in  one  area  only  to 
conserve  the  supply  during  July,  August  and  September. 

Bacteriological  examinations  have  been  made  regularly 
both  on  the  raw  and  treated  v/ater  from  all  sources.  Traces  of  contamination 
have  been  found  at  one  or  tv/o  of  the  sources,  but  not  on  the  distributing 
system,  indicating  that  methods  of  chlorination  are  satisf aotory,  One  small 
source  was  contaminated  for  a  short  time  &  consumers  were  v/arned  to  boil 
drinking  water. 


The  Water  sunply  in  the  district  is  soft  and  on  many 
cases  the  high  silica  content  provides  a  natural  check  on  plumb o-solvency. 

Leal  pipes  are  not  used  on  drinking  supplies,  galvanised  iron  or  copper 
tubing  being  the  standard  materials  used  throughout  the  district. 

Approximately  95^  of  the  houses  in  the  District  have  a 
piped  supply  and  most  have  water  indoors.  Very  few  stand  pipes  are  now 
maintained  by  the  Council.  During  the  year  37  new  connections  were  made  to 
the  mains  and  69  v;ere  made  at  the  request  of  consumers  wishing  to  renew 
their  service  pipes.  During  the  year  mains  in  the  Mount  Charles  and  Holmbush 
areas  of  St.  Austell  v/ere  renevrcd.  A  small  reservoir  v;as  built  to  serve 
Porthpean,  and  Carclaze  and  Bodelva  reservoirs  were  relined. 

SEV/ERACE  RND  SEVAHE  DISPOSAL 

There  v/ere  no  extensive  changes  to  the  sewerage  system 
in  the  Urban  District  but  further  survey  work  continued  in  the  Par  and  St , 
Blazey  districts  vdth  aviev/  to  renev/ing  the  whole  system.'  A  pumping  scheme, 
designed  to  drain  houses  at  present  outside  the  system  at  Bugle,  has  been 
constructed  but  the  delivery  of  some  necessary  machinery  is  still  av/aited. 

DISIWECTION 


required. 


Concurrent  and  terminal  disinfection  is  carried  out  as 


RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION 


Action  has  been  taken  under  delegated  pov/ers  from  the 
County  Council.  Two  rodent  operators  are  engaged  in  this  work  and  are 
provided  with  transport.  The  work  carried  out  is  divided  into  four  sections 
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(a)  Private  Inr/ellin^s  -  No  charge  is  made  and  the  Local 
Authority  receives  3CXo  of  the  cost  from  the  Ministry, 
Thirty-five  v/eekly  treatments  v;oro  carried  out, 

(h)  Business  Premises  -  The  cost  of  the  operations  is 

charged.  One  hundred  and  tv\/’enty-tvvo  v/eekly  treatments 
were  carried  out, 

(c)  Bev/ers  -  A  variahle  proportion  of  manholes 

are  baited  according  to  experience.  The  results  are  as 
follows  : - 

Ath  Maintenance  266  manholes  baited  and  takes 

recorded  -  77 

5th  Maintenance  284  manholes  baited  and  takes 

recorded  -  83 

(d)  Refuse  and  Sev/age  Disposal  Works  -  Twenty-seveh 
treatments  were  given  to  refuse  diposal  works  and 
twelve  weekly  treatments  to  sewage  disposal  works. 

River  banks  and  leats  which  are  commonly  found 
to  be  infested  were  treated  as  required, 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


This  Department  is  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Surveyor,  A  weekly  house  refuse  collection  is  in  operation  throughout 
the  Urban  District,  but  in  certain  very  congested  areas  in  Mevagissey, 
where  there  is  no  storage  accommodation,  collections  are  made  thrice 
weekly.  Refuse  is  disposed  of  to  tips  at  Menagwins,  Par  and  Mevagissey, 

PUBLIC  CCNVENIENCES 


The  Urban  Area  is  moderately  well  served  with 
conveniences  which  are  supervised  by  the  Surveyor’s  Department.  A 
twice  daily  cleansing  service  is  maintained  in  the  town  area  and  at  Par 
and  Mevagissey, 

Schemes  have  been  laid  to  provide  conveniences  at 
Par,  Mount  Charles,  St.  Blazey,  Pentewan  and  Penwithick,  At  Porthoean 
Beach  proposals  are  being  considered  for  modern  sanitary  conveniences 
together  with  a  drainage  system. 

There  is  an  urgent  need  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
holiday  makers  to  the  district. 
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SECTION  D 


HOUSING 


There  is  still  a  serious  shortage  of  housing  aocommoda- 
ticn  in  the  district  with  an  active  waiting  list  for  accommodation  of 
1120  families,  details  of  which  are  as  follov/s 


Number  without  separate  homes 
(many  of  v/hich  are  overcrowded) 

89  6 

Number  with  separate  homes 
(a)  living  in  unfit  houses 

100 

(b)  living  in  overcrowded  houses 

124 

1120 

A  large  percentage  of  the  applicants  are  young  married 
people  who  have  never  had  homes  of  their  ovm,  and  there  are  many 
instances  of  unsuitable  accommodation  even  though  the  houses  cannot  he 
declared  statutorily  unfit  or  overcrowded  v/ithin  the  meaning  of  the 
Housing  Act  1936. 

The  classification  of  the  types  required  is  as  follows  : 

Requiring  1  bedroom  type  71 

”  2  "  "  74-8 

n  3  II  II  291 

”  ^  ”  "  10 

1120 


It  is  emphasized  that  the  figures  shown  do  not  necessarily 
reflect  the  true  housing  position  in  the  area  as  many  former  applicants 
have  withdrawn  their  claims  for  houses,  owing  to  their  financial  inability 
to  meet  the  rentals  charged;  and  many  of  these  people  are  living  under 
very  bad  housing  conditions. 

The  Council  now  own  98O  houses  and  development  is  still 
proceeding  on  three  main  housing  sites.  Efforts  are  being  made  to 
secure  other  sites  in  advance  of  actual  housing  allocations  from  the 
Ministry  of  Health. 

Details  of  house  construction  in  the  area  during  1949  is 

as  follows 

Dwellings  erected  by  the  Council  97 

Dv/ellings  erected  by  private  enterprise  14 

98  houses  are  still  in  course  of  construction  by  the  Council  and  18  by 
private  enterprise,  ''1%' 
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SECTION  E 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OE  FOOD 


Mini 


Inspection  of  the  milk  supply  to  the  area  has  been 
carried  out  regularly.  Until  the  passing  of  the  nev/  Regulations  under 
which  the  control  of  producers  passed  to  the  Agricultural  Executive,  a 
great  deal  of  attention  v^^as  given  to  improving  cowsheds  and  dairies. 

Some  of  the  local  production  is  sent  to  the  factory  at  Lostwithiel , where 
part  is  pasteurised  for  local  consumption  and  part  chilled  and  sent  to 
London, 


There  are  a  number  of  T.  T,  producers. 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 


All  animal  carcases  destined  for  human  consumption  are 
slaughtered  at  the  Abattoir,  Tregonissey  Road,  St.  Austell,  The 
Inspectors  of  the  Urban  and  Rural  districts  arrange  a  roster  of 
inspection  duty,  Vifholesalers  and  Retailers  Food  premises  v/ere 
regularly  inspected.  Much  needs  to  be  done  to  bring  many  of  these 
up  bo  modern  requirements.  Details  of  food  unfit  for  human  consump¬ 
tion  are  dealt  with  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  reported  which  is 
appended. 


I ce-oream  manufacturers '  and  retailers'  premises 
received  continual  attention  throughout  the  year  and  their  products 
were  regularly  sampled  and  tested  at  the  Pathological  Department, 
Royal  Cornwall  Infirmary,  Truro,  The  results  were  moderately 
satisfactory. 
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SECTION  E 


( continued) 


CMCASES  INSPECTED 


Number  killed 

Cattle 

excluding  Cows 
Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

1379 

372 

1786 

4568 

103 

Number  Inspected 

1379 

372 

1786 

4368 

103 

All  diseases  except  T.B. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

8 

13 

3 

31 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  of 
organ  was  condemned 

997 

4 

177 

8 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  diease  other  than  T.B. 

32f^ 

0.3;: 

3.9:7 

CO 

Tuberculosis  Only. 

V/hole  carcases  condemned 

3  .  . 

33 

2 

- 

1 

Carcase  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

2! 

j1 

1 

- 

2 

Percentage  or  number  inspected 
affected  with  T.B. 

i3';r 

0o2f: 

- 

3.0< 
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SECTION  P 


P5EV^ENCE_gF_MD_^COOTROL_OVER_IOTECTigUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


The  following  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  were  received  : - 


Disease 

Number  of 

cases 

Rate  per  1000  Population 

St, Austell  England 

Urban  and 

District  Wales 

1949 

19A9 

1949 

Measles 

177 

10.35 

7. 49 

8.95 

Scarlet  Fever 

27 

0.A2 

1,14 

1.63 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

5.A7 

0.13 

2.39 

Pcliom^itis 

A 

0.08 

0.17 

0.13 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 

2 

0.08 

0.08- 

0.80 

Erysipelas 

1 

0.00 

0.04 

0.19 

Opthalmia 

1 

0.00 

0.04 

- 

Rate  per 

1000  total 

Births 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

5.12 

2.97 

6.31 

Rate  per 

1000  live 

Births 

Enteritis  &  Diarrhoea 
under  2  yrs,  of  age 

0 

0  j 

! 

0 

3.0 

The  following  deaths  due  to  infectious  disease  were  recorded 

England 

Rate  per  1000  Population  and 


Number  1 949 

1948 

1949 

Wales 

Influenza 

3 

0.04 

0,13.. 

0.15 

It  will  he  seen  that  there  was  no  abnormal  prevalence  of  any  of  the 
common  infectious  diseases.  The  type  of  infection  was  mild  and  no 
deaths  resulted  except  from  influenza,  St.  Austell  was  more  fortunate 
than  the  neighbouring  districts  where  poliomyelitis  vms  concerned,  and 
the  prevalence  was  low  aniroughly  similar  to  that  in  the  whole  Country. 
Intensive  investigation  is  being  undertaken  to  ascertain  the  mode  of 
spread  of  this  disease,  in  order  that  adequate  preventive  measures  may 
be  taken. 
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DIPHTHERIA  M/IUNISATION 

— ,  ..  I  ■■■■ . I  liW 


The  folIovTing  table  gives  the  number  of  children  v/ho  had 
completed  a  fmll  course  of  immunisation  up  to  3'1  st  December  1945* 


Age  at  31«12,49» 
i.e.  born  in  year 

-1 

1949 

-I 

1948 

2 

1947 

3 

1946 

4 

1945 

5-9 

1 940-44 

10-14 

1935- 

1939 

'!  Total .. 
under 

15 

Number  immunised 

12 

130 

222 

199 

214 

417 

363 

1557 

Estimated  Mid-Yr, 
child  population 

1949 

1863 

3061 

4924 

Percentage 

41 '.7 

25.4 

31.6 

The  fact  that  there  v/ere  no  cases  of  diphtheria  during  the 
year  is  due  to  the  protection  afforded  by  immunisationo  The  above 
figures  are  probably  an  under-estimate  of  the  degree  of  protection,  as 
they  are  obtained  from  doctors  returns.  Immunisation  can  be  readily 
obtained  by  application  to  the  Family  Doctor  or  to  the  Child  Welfare 
Clinic. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


Age  and  sex  distribution  of  Cases  and  Deaths  -  19h9 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age  Groups 

Pulmonary 

Other 

Pulmonary  Other 

M,  P. 

M.  F. 

M.  P.  M. 

Under  1  year 
1  -4  years 
5-9  years 
10-14  " 
15-19  " 

20-24  " 
25-34  ” 
35-44  ” 
45-54  " 
55-64  " 
65-74  " 
Over  75  " 


1 


1 

5 

3  3 

2  3 


1 


7 


1 

2 


1 


4 


1 


1 

4  1 

2 


1 


5  4  1' 


TOTAL 


12 


1 
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The  following  summary  of  the  numbers  of  oases  and  deaths 
notified  during  the  past  eleven  years  shows  considerable  fluctuation 
in  numbers,  but  on  the  whole  there  has  been  a  downward  tendency. 

It  is  impossible  to  overemphasize  the  unfortunate  repercussion  v/hich 
bad  housing,  with  overcrowding,  has  upon  the  spread  of  this  disease, 
and  it  is  be  hoped  that  some  re -housing  will  be  undertaken  in  the  near 
future.  A  decent  house  makes  it  possible  to  isolate  infected  cases 
and  to  prevent  further  spread. 

TUBERCULOSIS 


Pulmonary  T.  B. 

Cases  Deaths 

Other  T. 
Cases 

,  B. 

Deaths 

1939 

19 

10 

4 

5 

1940 

18 

19 

4 

2 

1941 

31 

10 

8 

2 

1942 

24 

10 

5 

3 

1943 

16 

8 

6 

3 

1944 

18 

8 

0 

0 

1945 

10 

14 

2 

2 

194-6 

10 

9 

0 

0 

1947 

14 

8 

1 

C 

1948 

12 

4 

1 

1 

1949 

19 

9 

5 

1 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) o 


Premises 

No.  in 
Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  v^hich  sections 

1,2, 3 A  ^  fo  be 

enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

28 

86 

> 

- 

( ii)Pactories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 

123 

103 

2 

- 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority( excluding 
out-workers’  premises). 

12 

Nil 

- 

TOTAL 

163 

191 

5 

2.  CASES  IN  TOUCH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 

Number  of  Cases  in  which  defects  v/ere  found 


to  H. 


Particulars 


Referred 
M.  By  H.  M. 


Pound 


Remedied 


No.  of  cases 
in . which 
prosecutions 
were 

instituted. 


Want  of  Cleanliness 

(S.1)  .. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

- 

- 

mm  •• 

Unreasonable  Temperature 

(S.3) 

- 

- 

-  - 

Inadequate  Ventilation 

(s.k) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S,6) 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S. 7)(  a ) insufficient 

2 

2 

_ 

- 

(b)  unsuitable  at 

defective 

1 

1 

mm 

- 

( c )Not  separate  for  sexes 

- 

-  - 

- 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act (not  including  offences 
relating  to  Outwork) 

- 

- 

-  - 

- 

TOTAL 

4 

4 

_ 

mm 
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ST.  AUSTELL  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


SANITARY  INSPECTORS  ’  ANNUAL  REPORT  EOR  THE  YEAR 

ll  it  2 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  St,  Austell  Urban  District  Council 


Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  twelfth 
Annual  Report  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  19A9. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  activities 
of  the  Public  Health  Departipent  continued  to  progress  at  a  steady  increasing  rate 
for  the  post  war  years,  despite  the  unsettled  economic  condition  still  prevailing 
generally. 


Owing  to  outbreaks  of  poliomyelitis  within 
and  around  the  Urban  area  special  attention  was  paid  to  food  manufacturing, 
preparation  and  storage  premises  and  restaurant  and  catering  establishments  under 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  The  other  important  categories  of  work  performed  were 

assigned  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  Housing  Acts  and  the  Factories  Act,  Meat 
inspection  duties  continued  to  be  performed  at  the  government  slaughtering 
establishment.  The  total  number  of  inspections  made,  4j759^  is  a  slight  increase 
on  the  previous  year. 


The  year  was  notable  from  the  legislative 
point  of  view,  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Milk  and  Dairies)  Act,  1944  ^ind  its  accompany¬ 
ing  important  sets  of  new  and  additional  regulations  coming  into  force  on  the 
1st  day  of  October,  1949*  Prom  this  date  all  local  authorities  were  telieved  of 
the  very  important  responsibility  of  the  supervision  of  the  production  of  milk  and 
cowshed  premises  which  responsibilities  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries 
have  made  themselves  responsible  for  under  the  new  legislation  leaving  the  local 
authorities  to  become  responsible  for  the  supervision  of  milk  at  ’’dealers”  and 
’’distributors”  premises. 


The  main  items  of  the  report  are  set  out 

in  classified  order  as  follows 
1 ,  SLUM  CLEARANCE 


Ov/ing  to  the  ever  increasing  need  for 

new  and  additional  housing  accommodation  within  the  Urban  area  proved  by  the 
..  still  increasing  waiting  list  of  applicants,  many  of  whom  with  their  families 
have  not  the  pleasure  of  a  self  contained  unit  of  accommodation; the  Council 
could  not  entertain  the  idea  of  preparation  for  embarking  upon  a  housing  slum 
clearance  programme  during  the  yeqr.  This  was  to  bo  regretted  if  only  for 
the  fact  of  the  number  of  totally  unfit  approved  slum  houses  that  have  still 
to  be  allowed  to  stand  to  serve  a  diJE  need  as  housing  accommodation, 

2,  All  major  schemes  of  re -conditioning  works 

came  under  the  control  limits  of  Ministry  of  V/orks  Order  No,  802,  Such 
schemes  being  carried  out  under  licence  granted  by  the  local  authority  within 
a  limit  of  £500,  prv 
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3*  MEAT  MID  FOOD  INSPECTION 


Meat  inspectio^i  duties  were  carried  out 
under  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1 925-35 >  during  the  year. 
Postmortem  examination  of  all  animal  carcases  destined  for  human  consumption 
were  made  at  the  Ministry  of  Pood  Abattoir  situated  at  Tregonissey  Road 
where  such  animals  are  still  slaughtered  and  prepared  ready  for  allocation 
to  the  retail  trade  in  both  the  Sto  Austell  Urban  and  rural  areas ^Powey 
Borough  .  Thus  8,A08  animal  carcases  were  slaughtered  and  examined  this 
being  an  increase  of  1 ,059  on  the  previous  years  total.  All  the  meat  is 
conveyed  in  covered  motor  transports  from  the  Abattoir  to  the  South  Western 
Vfholesale  Meat  Suppliers  Association  Allocation  Centre,  Market  Street, 

St,  Austell  for  allocation  to  the  trade. 

The  following  tables  shov/  in  detail  the 
number  of  animals  slaughtered  during  the  year  £ind  the  condemnations  made  for 
various  causes  viz 

BOVINE 

^a)  Bullock 

(b)  Cows 

(c)  Bulls 

(d)  Calves 

Sheep 
Pigs 


Meat  Condemned 

As  a  resui^t  of  the  inspections  made  during 
the  year,  the  following  carcases  and  organs  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption 


3737 

1311 

572 

68 

1786 

A568 

103 


TOTAL  8408 
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BOVINE  PIGS  SHEEP 


Carcases 

w 

d 

o 

lungs 

Hearts 

part  Livers 

Livers 

Stomachs 

Udders 

Carcases 

Heads 

1 

Plucks 

Stomachs 

Carcases 

Heads 

Plucks 

Livers 

Stomachs 

TUBERCULOSIS 

39 

CO 

173 

12 

9 

2 

1 

2 

2 

ACTINOMYCOSIS 

8 

OEDEMA 

CIRRHOSIS 

162 

220 

1 

4 

28 

CAVERNOUS  ANGIOMA 

47 

ABSCESSES 

2 

1.2 

1 

2 

2 

PNEUMONIA 

9 

DISTOMATOSIS 

322 

31 

15 

31 

NECROSIS 

27 

3 

PYAEMIA 

1 

10 

PATTY  INPILTRATION 

1 

INPLAMMATION 

2 

2 

2 

7 

1 

1 

1 

1 

SEPTICAEMIA 

1 

EXTENSIVE  BRUISING 

1 

1 

1 
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22 

1 

2 
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6 

PERICARDITIS 
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11 
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I  Livers  1 
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1  Stomachs 

mcTiPTs 
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116 

JCHNHES  DISEASE 

1 

1 

REDV/ATER 

1 

BMATURITY 

3' 

MYOCARDITIS 

1 

EMPHYSAEIVHA 

25 

— 

W  =  WHOLE 

Rest  are 

LBS: 

Pore quarter  Beef 

Hindquarter  Beef 

Shin  Beef 

Hindquarter  Veal 

1 

1 _ 

Beef 

Veal 

Planlc  Beef 

i 

Leg  of  Pork 

i 

pork 

Shoulder  Mutton 

'b 

ci 

Ch 

O 

bO 

0 

hd 

Hindquarter  LamB 

Plank  Sz  Breast  Mutton 

Pore  quarter  Mutton 

Pore quarter  Lamb 
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1W 

30 

BONE  TAINT 

1L 

1 

INJURY  &  BRUISING 

190 

SSL 

24 

38 

23 
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4 

10 

11 
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15 

14 
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58 
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4.  OTHER  FOODS 


Numerous  visits  have  heen  paid  to  food 
storage  premises  and  food  shops  etc.,  during  1949  andlarge  consignments 
of  foodstuffs  were  inspected. 


As  a  result  of  these  inspections,  the 
following  items  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  were 
disposed  of  viz 


575 

tins  of  Meat 

629 

tins  of  Vegetables 

360 

tins  of  Fruits 

910 

tins  of  Milk 

1622 

tins  of  Fish 

62 

tins  of  Jam 

68 

tins  of  Soups 

734 

lbs  of  Cheese 

1 

tin  of  Macaroni  in 
Tomato  Sauce 

34 

tins  Spaghetti  in 
Tomato  Sauce 

1 20  Ihs  of  figs 

lbs  of  Locust  Beans 
70  lbs  Sago 
5  Dutch  Mussels 
60  lbs  Soyghetti 
1  tin  Danish  Black  Pudding 
121-^  cartons  of  "Sv;eephat" 

260  bottles  ’’Chad”  maljj 
Vinegar 

264  lbs  smoked  bacon 

6- g-  cwt.  cartons  of  butter 

(returned  to  sender) 

28  lbs  Dried  egg  powder 
1 26  lbs  Canned  Peaches 
7  lbs  Butter 

25  Danish  Chicken 
4  Danish  Ducks 

11  Boxes  of  Sweets 

26  Cartons  porridge  oats 
30  lbs  of  prunes 

10  packets  Pudding  Powder 
4?  packets  Semolina 
108  lbs  of  chicken  &  boiling 
fowls 

84-1'  lb  packets  Pudding 
mixture 

7- 2  lb  packets  sugar 
4-0  tins  "Crunchets" 

250  lbs  hind quarter  beef 
38  lbs  kidney  suet 


Blown,  punctured  and  leaking 

Blovm  and  leaking 

Blown  and  leaking 

Blo'cm  and  leaking 

Blown  and  leaking 

Blown 

Blown  and  leaking 
Mouldy 

Blovm  and  leaking 
Blovm. 

Decomposition 
Affected  with  mites 
Soured  and  deteriorated 
Blown 

Soured  and  mouldy 

Decomposing 

Rancid  &  unpalatable 

Soured  and  thickening 
Decomposing 

Fouled 

Moulds 

Deteriorated  &  discoi^-oured 
Rancid 

Advanced  decomposition 
Decomposition 

Damaged  &  fouled  by  storm  water 

Damaged  by  water  in  rail  transit 

Decomposing 

Mouldy 

Mitey 

Decomposition 

Soured  and  mitey 

Contaminated 

Damp 

Bone  taint 
Decomposition 
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4a.^ICECRE.AM  (HEAT  TR^.ATMSNT )  REGULATIONS  1947 


During  the  year  six  applications  v/ere 
granted  to  dealers  to  retail  Icecream  after  their  premises  were  made 
to  conform  structurally  to  the  requirements  of  Section  1 3  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act  including  the  provision  of  constant  supply  of  hot  water. 
Thus  at  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  71  registered  premises  within 
the  Urban  area  9  of  v/hich  were  manufacturing  promises. 

Sixty  tv7o  samples  v/ere  collected  and 
submitted  to  the  Pathological  Department,  Royal  Cornwall  Infirmary, 
Truro,  41  for  bacterial  examination  by  the  methylebe  blue  test  under 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  service  and  21  for  fat  content  analysis. 

The  results  of  the  bacterial  examinations 

proved  ; - 

11  samples  to  be  in  G-rade  I 

13  "  ”  ”  "  Grade  II 

7  "  "  "  "  Grade  III 

10  "  "  ”  ”  Grade  IV 

It  was  particularly  noted  that  considerably 
more  samples  fell  into  Grades  III  and  IV  during  late  July-August  and 
early  September, 


Consequent  upon  outbreaks  of  poliomyelitis 
cases  in  the  St,  Austell  area  particular  attention  was  paid  to  icecream 
manufacturing  and  retail  premises,  together  v\dth  all  the  other  food 
storage  and  catering  premises,  including  restaurant  kitchens,  vd.thin  the 
Urban  area,  by  multiple  visits  during  the  later  summer  months. 
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5.  PISH  INSPECTION 


Seven  consignments  of  fish  were  exported 
during  the  year  -  these  consisting  of  1264  half-casks  and  1757  quarter- 
casks,  a  total  of  approximately  1,285,000  pickled  pilchards  -  the  fish 
being  inspected  and  Official  Certificates  issued  to  that  effect. 

In  addition,  numerous  visits  were  paid  to 
fishmongers  premises  inspecting  consignments  of  fish  exposed  for  sale 
for  human  consumption  and  as  a  result  the  following  were  condemned 


1 

-  4  stone  box  herrings 

decomposition 

1 

-  3  stone  box  roes 

_  ti 

1 

-  5  stone  box  smoked 

fillett 

_  lit 

1 

-  3  stone  box  smoked 

cod  filletts 

-  » 

4 

-  1  stone  cases  of 

cod  filletts 

_  II 

7i 

stones  smoked  cod 

filletts 

- 

&  3 

stones  smoked  haddock 

heated  &  decomposing 

6.  MILK  Airo  DAIRIES 


A  total  of  135  inspections  were  made  of 
cov/sheds  and  dairy  premises  during  the  year  under  review.  Works  of 
reconditioning  and  in  one  case  building  of  a  new  cowshed  and  ancillary 
buildings  were  completed  as  follov^rs 

Boscundle  Pam,  Tregrehan  New  model  cowsh;ed  complete  vd.th 

(occupier;  Mr,  P,  Matthews)  drainage,  fodder  house  and  dairy 

room. 


Rescorla  Parm,  Penwithick  Interior  of  cowshed  remodelled  on 

(Occupier:  Mr,  S,T.  Clemo)  modern  lines  and  new  separate  dairy 

room  formed. 


Great  Treverbyn  Parm,  Cowshed  remodelled  on  modern  lines  to 

Tywardreath  give  standings  for  tvrelve  cows.  New 

drainage  system  laid  down  and  ?/ater 
supply  laid  on. 


Polglaze  Parm,  Pentewan  Interior  of  cowslijed  entirely  remodelled 

(Occupier;  Mr.  Treivean)  ;  on  modern  lines  complete  with  new  drain 

age  system  provided.  Separate  dairy 
room  formed  in  adjoining  building, 

Milk( Special  Designation)  Order  1936-42 


There  were  13  farms  producing  Tuberculin'^ 
Tested  Milk  and  18  farms  producing  Accredited  Milk,  all  under  licence 
of  the  County  Council, 
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Three  applications  were  made  to  the  County 
Council  for  licences  to  sell  designated  milk  and  in  each  case  the 
applications  were  granted  to  the  applicants  as  follows 

Tuberculin  Tested  :  R,  T.  Clemo,  Rescorla  Farm, 

Pdnwi thick, 

T.  Husband,  Treverbyn  Holding, 

Sandy  Hill,  St,  Austell, 

Accredited  :  Messrs,  Turner  &  Giles,  Boldventure 

Farm,  Bethel, 

There  is  no  plant  in  the  Urban  area  at 
which  Pasteurised  Milk  is  produced.  Such  designated  milk  continues  to 
be  distributed  in  bottled  form  throughout  the  Urban  area  by  both  the 
St,  Austell  and  the  St,  Blazey  Co-Operative  Societies;  the  milk  being 
pasteurised  and  bottled  at  the  Ce-Operative  V.'holesale  Society  Dairy  at 
Penryn, 


Also  increasing  supplies  of  heat  treated 
milk  received  from  the  Dried  Milk  Products  Factory,  Lostwithiel, 
continue  to  be  distributed  throughout  the  Urban  area  by  other  retail 
distributors. 


The  several  Council  Schools  within  the 
district  were  supplied  with  pasteurised  milk  by  retailers  who  held 
•'Dealers"  Licences  to  use  the  designation  "Pasteurised"  granted  by  the 
Local  Authority, 


The  Pood  and  Drugs(Milk)  Aot  1944,  The 
Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  1949,  The  Milk  (Special  Designation) (Raw 
Milk)  Regulations,  1949,  The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Pasteurised  and 
Sterilized  Milk)  Regulations,  1949  which  came  into  opeifiation  on  the  1st 
October,  1949,  makes  drastic  changes  in  milk  and  dairy  legislation  for 
the  future.  As  I  have  already  mentioned  earlier  in  this  report  local 
authorities  are  now  responsible  only  for  the  supervision  of 

1 •  Milk  supplies  after  despatch  from  producers  premises 
and 

2,  Dealers  and  Distributors  Registered  premises  where 
milk  may  be  received,  heat  treated  under  licence,  ot 
bottled  pending  distribution  to  the  consumer. 

The  above  mentioned  new  legislation  super¬ 
sedes  all  previous  Milk  and  Dairies  Acts  and  Orders  and  Milk(  Special 
Designation)  Orders,  and  introduces  the  new  term  of  "Distributor"  in 
relation  to  a  milk  retailer  and  the  term  "Sterilized"  v/hich  is  an 
additional  grade  of  heat  treated  milk  at  a  high  temperature. 
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7.  FACTORIES  ACT  1937 

^ - - 

During  the  year  1 949  communications  were 
received  from  H.  M.  Inspector  of  Factories  in  accordance  v/ith  Section 
8(3)  of  the  Act,  informing  the  Local  Authority  of  changes  of 
occupation  of  tv/enty  two  factory  premises  v/ithin  the  Urban  area.  These 

changes  included  the  addition  of  nine  and  deletion  of  nine  factory 
premises  from  the  Factories  list  and  the  remaining  four  premises  having 
passed  to  new  managements. 


A  total  of  203  visits  of  inspection  have 
been  made  when  particular  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  requirements 
of  the  Sanitary  Accommodation  Order,  1938* 

No  notifications  were  received  from  H.  M, 
Inspector  under  Section  9  csf  the  Act. 

8.  CMTim  SITES 


Holiday  campers  were  attracted  to  the  Urban 
Area  in  greatly  increasing  numbers  during  the  summer  season.  The 
licenced  camning  sites  W'ere  v/ell  patronised  by  the  visitors  with  their 
trailer  caravans  and  tents. 


A  notable  feature  has  been  the  number  of 
people  takin’g  up  camping  as  a  permanent  residence  owing  to  the  fact  of 
being  unable  to  obtain  housing  accommodation.  Some  of  these  residents 
have  imigrated  from  other  parts  of  the  Country  desiring  to  permanently 
settle  in  the  attractive  surroundings  of  St.  Austell  sea  board. 

There  were  four  licensed  camping  sites 
operating  during  the  year  situated  as  follov/s 

’’The  Winnioks”  Pentewan  Beach, 

Cheesewarne  Farm,  Mevagissey 

Duporth  Holiday  Camp,  Charlestovm 

Par  Beach,  Par  (under  the  control  of  the  Local  Authority) 

9.  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 


Inspections  v/ere  made  during  the  year  of 
the  rivers  and  streams  throughout  the  Urb^in  area  on  account  of  their 
liable  pollution  by  depositing  of  house  refuse  and  drainage  in  them, 
particularly  where  such  water  courses  flow  through  the  more  rural 
parts  of  the  Urban  area.  It  is  hoped  that  within  a  reasonably  short 
period  of  time  that  the  nev/  main  drainage  scheme  proposed  to  be  laid 
in  the  St,  Blazey  and  par  area  will  relieve  all  house  drainages  and 
trade  waste  from*  discharging  into  the  water  courses  en  route  and  thus 
abolish  the  unslight ly  spectacle  of  sev/age  leat  in  this  area. 
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It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  the  time 
spent  in  previous  years  particularly  in  194-8  investigating  the  cause 
of  nuisance  by  sulphurous  smells  rising  from  the  vSt.  Austell  V/hite 
River  has  had  good  effect.  The  work  of  installing  appropriate  filters 
at  the  St,  Austell  G-as  Works  and  through  v/hich  all  ammonical  liquor  has 
seen  been  treated  and  the  filtered  effluent  allowed  to  discharge  into 
the  Council's  sewer  appears  to  have  abated  this  long  outstanding 
nuisance  r 

10.  ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS  AND  OTHER  VERMIN 


Only  one  case  of  bed  bug  infestation  v;as 
reported  and  confirmed  during  the  year.  This  case  occured  in  a 
bedroom  at  a  guest  house.  A  thorough  disinfestation  was  carried  out 
necessitating  the  removal  of  fittings,  skirting  boards  and  picture 
rails.  The  room  was  sealed  for  a  period  of  14  days  and  then  subjected 
to  a  further  disinfestation  treatment,  A  more  recent  survey  had  proved 
that  these  treatments  had  been  successful. 

The  number  of  visits  paid  to  veimiinous 
premises  shov/s  a  substanUal  increase  on  the  previous  year.  Steps 
were  taken  in  each  case  for  a  thorough  disinfestation  by  using  suitable 
insecticides  containing  D.D.T.  and  the  pests  eradicated. 

Public  Health  Act  1936-  Section  83  &  84 

6,  Meadow  Street  -  In  accordance  with  a  resolution  passed  by  the 

Council  on  17th  May  1949,  the  verminous  and 
filthy  articles  from  this  address  were  destroyed 
by  buiring  v/hile  the  premises  were  cleansed  and 
disinfected, 

i  •  ... 

11.  RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1949 
MINISTRY  OF  FOOD  (INFESTATION)  ORDER  1943 

Rodent  Control  operations  maintained  the 
standard  of  progress  as  set  up  in  previous  years.  All  complaints 
received  were  quickly  investigated  -  special  attention  being  paid  to 
food  storage  and  catering  premises.  The  records  of  v/ork  done  at  the 
various  t3rpes  of  premises  treated  is  reported  upon:  in  the  Medical 
Officers  Report. 

12.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


A  total  of  127  visits  v/ere  made  in  connection 
v/ith  the  prevention  of  infectious  disease.  Each  notified  case  was 
investigated  and  the  necessary  disinfection  of  premises,  bedding  etc., 
carried  out.  Thus  a  total  of  62  rooms  vi/'ere  disinfected, 

13.  PRIVATE  WATER  SUPPLIES 


During  the  year  a  total  of  7  samples  of 
water  were  collected  from  Private  well  sources  situated  at 
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Cheesev/ame  Farm,  Mevagiasey 
•*'  "Sandy  Cove",  Portmellon 

"Riverside  Cottage",  Ruddlernoor 
Lavrean  T^arm.,  Bugle 
Molingey  Quarry,  London  Apprentice 
East  Tov/an  Fara  (  Holywell  Chamber) 

West  Towan  Farm  House  (Shallow  Well) 

These  samples  were  submitted  for 

bacteriological  analysis  to  Dr,  Hocking  ,  County  Pathologist,  Royal 
Cornwall  Infirmary,  Truro, 

14.  SCHOOLS 


Inspections  have  been  made  to  the  various 
schools  in  the  Urban  area  and  which  are  administered  by  the  Cornwall 
County  Education  Authority, 


Reconditioning  and  redecorating  v/orks  are 
being  carried  out  to  the  various  school  buildings  in  accordance  with 
the  County  Authority  scheme  during  vacation  periods.  It  is  hoped 
that  more  favourable  consideration  v/ill  be  given  for  provision  of  more 
up  to  date  sanitary  accommodation  and  drainage  system  at  dome  of  the 
schools  situated  in  more  rural  parts  of  the  area. 


15.  STAFF 


The  Inspectorate  staff  throughout  the  year 
consisted  only  of  myself  and  Mr,  L.  H.  Sturtridge  to  cope  with  the 
multifarious  duties  of  the  office.  We  were  still  without  the  assistance 
of  junior  staff  but  sought  to  continue  to  maintain  the  high  standard  of 
the  work  as  carried  out  in  previous  years, 

16,  CONCLUSION 


I  would  now  express  my  thanks  to  the  members 
of  the  Council  for  the  support  given  me  during  the  year,  to  both  doctors 
Bozman  and  Aitchison  for  their  invaluable  support  and  advice  during 
their  respective  periods  of  office.  Also  iho  Mr.  Saunders,  Mr,  King 
and  Mr,  Sturtridge  and  the  other  members  of  the  Stciff  for  their 
co-operation  throughout  the  jrear, 

I  Have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


C.  H.  V/ATTS 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector, 


Public  Health  Dept, , 
Municipal  Offices, 
ST.  AUSTELL 
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TABLE  NO.  1 


SANITARY  INSPEOTION  OP  THE  DISTRICT 


Housing  Visits 
Re-Inspections 
D^'’ainage  Visits 
Slaughterhouse  Visits 
Pood  Shops 

Pood  Preparing  premises 
Shops  Act 

Dairies  &  Cowsheds 

Pactories  &  Workshops 

Water  Supplies 

Infectious  Disease 

Verminous  Premises 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction 

Tents,  Vans  &  Sheds 

Refuse  Disposal 

Stables  &  Piggeries 

Petroleum  &  Carbide 

Smoke  Observations 

Theatres  &  places  of  entertainment 

Ice  cream  premises 

School  inspections 

Building  Licences 

Special  Visits  re-complaints 

Poultry  -  House  inspection 


152 

826 

960 

360 

758 

119 

112 


135 

152 

106 

141 

88 

71 

31 
82 
50 

c  102 
1 

32 
307 

3 

30 

157 

4 


TOTid:.  4759 


TABLE  NO.  2 

7““" - 

STATUTORY  AND  INPORklAL  NOTICES 


The  following  table  shows  the  action  taken 
to  secure  the  abatement  of  nuisances  and  the  renev/al  of  conditions 


dangerous  or 

NOTICES 

injurious  to  health. 

NO.  SERVED 

COMPLIED  WITH 

WORKS  DONE  BY  THE 

Informal 

137 

121 

COUI'IIL  IN  DEPAULT 

Nil 

Statutory 

a 

3 

3 

Nil 

ST  ATUT0RY_N0TICES  __  SERV^_^DTOING  ^T  fffi  _  YEM 

Housing  Act  193^  “  Section  1 68  2 

Public  Health  Act  193^  -  Section  83  1 
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TABLE  NO.  3 


DR/JNAGE , 


SMIT.^Y__gOWENIENGES_^_MISCELL.^OUS 


1. 

No.  houses  &  premises  re-drained 

•  •  • 

ft  ft  ft 

76 

2, 

Repairs  or  amendments  to  existing  drains 

•  •  0 

ft  ft  ft 

33 

3. 

Drains  or  gullies  unstopped  &  cleansed 

•  •  • 

ft  ft  0  ft 

37 

4. 

Length  in  yards  stonev/are  drains  laid 

ft  •  • 

ft  ft  ft 

1227 

5. 

Manholes  provided 

ft  ft  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

96 

6. 

New  manhole  covers 

0  ft  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

76 

7. 

Intercepting  traps  fixed 

ft  ft  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

21 

8. 

New  gulley  traps  fixed 

ft  ft  ft 

109 

9. 

Soil-pipes  &  vent  shafts  fixed 

ft  ft  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

33 

10. 

Soil-pipes  &  vent  shafts  repaired 

ft  ft  ft 

ft  ft  ft> 

0 

11. 

Water  tests  applied 

ft  ft  0 

ft  ft  ft 

21 

12. 

Smoke  tests  applied 

ft  ft  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

79 

13. 

Length  in  yards  iron  drains  laid 

ft  ft  ft 

17 

14. 

New  V/,C,  accommodation  provided 

ft  e  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

31 

13. 

New  apartments  provided 

ft  ft  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

30 

16. 

Nev\r  W.C.  pedestals  provided 

ft  ft  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

36 

17. 

W.C.'s  cleansed  and  repaired 

ft  ft  ft 

ft'  ft  ft 

23 

18. 

New  flushing  cisterns  provided 

ft  0  0 

ft  ft  ft 

36 

19. 

Flushing  cisterns  repaired 

0  ft  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

7 

20. 

Baths  provided 

ft  ft  0 

ft  ft  ft 

21 

21. 

Sinks  provided 

ft  ft  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

70 

22. 

New  waste  pipes  provided 

ft  ft  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

68 

23. 

Existing  waste  pipes  trapped 

ft  ft  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

2 

24. 

Pail  closets  and/or  middens  abolished 

ft  ft  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

12 

23. 

Urinals  provided 

ft  0  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

0 

26. 

Septic  tanks  provided 

ft  ft  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

8 
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T^E_N0^__3 

(Cont) 

DRillNAGE,  SMITAEY  CONVENIENCES  AND  MISCELLANEOUS 


Miscellaneous 


1.  New  roofs  provided  ,,,  *««  11 

2.  Roofs  repaired  ...  51 

3.  Eaves  gutters  renev/ed  or  re]Daired  ,.o  ...  88 

4-0  Stack  pipes  disconnected  or  repaired  ,,,  44 

5*  Damp  walls  remedied  ,,,  ,eo  143 

6.  Ventilation  under  floors  provided  6 

7.  Yards  paved  41 

8.  Yards  repaired  ...  6 

9«  Floors  of  rooms,  repaired  ...  ...  64 

10.  Floors  of  room.s  relaid  ,,o  ...  24 

11.  Rooms  cleansed  and  redecorated  ...  ...  133 

12.  New  windows  provided  ...  ...  26 

13«  Vifindows  repaired  ...  ...  83 

14.  Plaster  of  v/alls  or  ceiling  repaired  ...  ...  222 

15«  Doors  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  74 

16.  Ventilated  food  stores  provided  ...  ...  16 

17»  Staircases  provided  or  repaired  ...  ...  21 

18.  Water  service  pipes  repaired  ...  ...  9 

19*  Dust  Lins  provided  ...  ...  34 

20.  Nuisances  -  animals  ...  ...  6 

21.  Nuisances  -  refuse  ...  ...  3 

22.  Bakehouses  cleansed  ...  ...  7 

23.  Cowsheds  and  dairies  cleansed  ...  ...  13 

24*  Fish  fryers  premises  cleansed  ...  ...  8 

25 >  Insufficient  water  supply  remedied  ...  ...  10 

26.  Grates,  ranges,  copper  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  73 

27.  Rooms  disinfected  ...  ...  62 

28.  Rooms  disinfested  ...  ...  21 


e 
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TABI.E  NO.  If 


> 


HOUSING 


1  •  Inspection  of  dv/ellinghouses  during  the  year 

(a)  Total  number  of  dv/ellinghouses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 

or  Housing  Acts),  209 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  7^5 


2*  Action  under  Statutory  Pov;ers  during  the  year 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  ^ of  the 
Housing  Act  1936. 

(i)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect 

of  which  notices  v;ere  served  requiring 

repairs  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notice 

a1  By  Owners 
b)  By  Local  Authority  in 
default  of  owners 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Section  11  &  13  of 
the  Housing  Act  1936 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the 
Housing  Act  1936 

(i)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or 
underground  rooms  in  respect  of 
which  closing  Orders  were  made 


Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 


Nil 


3.  Housing  Act  1936  Overcrowding 

(a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  overcrowded  at 
the  end  of  the  year 

Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 
Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 

(b)  Number  of  hew  cases  of  overcrowding 
reported  during  the  year, 

(c)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 
relieved  during  the  year 

(d)  iiny  other  particulars  with  respect  to 
overcrowding  conditions  upon  which  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  may  consider 
to  report. 


30 

70 

300 

20 

17 

The  bulk  of  overcrowding 
not  created  by  large 
individual  families  but 
rather  by  the  occupation 
single  houses  by  two  or  even 
normal  families. 
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